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a satisfactory comprehensive history of the social and economic development of pre modern china
the largest country in the world in terms of population and with a documentary record covering three
millennia is still far from possible the present work is only an attempt to disengage the major themes
that seem to be of relevance to our understanding of china today in particular this volume studies
three questions why did the chinese empire stay together when the roman empire and every other
empire of antiquity of the middle ages ultimately collapsed what were the causes of the medieval
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revolution which made the chinese economy after about 1100 the most advanced in the world and
why did china after about 1350 fail to maintain her earlier pace of technological advance while still in
many respects advancing economically the three sections of the book deal with these problems in turn
but the division of a subject matter is to some extent only one of convenience these topics are so
interrelated that in the last analysis none of them can be considered in isolation from the others

by one of the leading experts on modern chinese history and historiography this volume argues for
fresh ways of approaching the chinese past spotlighting western historians chinese historians and the
history itself

china has become accessible to the west in the last twenty years in a way that was not possible in the
previous thirty the number of westerners travelling to china to study for business or for tourism has
increased dramatically and there has been a corresponding increase in interest in chinese culture
society and economy and increasing coverage of contemporary china in the media our understanding
of china s history has also been evolving the study of history in the people s republic of china during
the mao zedong period was strictly regulated and primary sources were rarely available to westerners
or even to most chinese historians now that the chinese archives are open to researchers there is a
growing body of academic expertise on history in china that is open to western analysis and historical
methods this has in many ways changed the way that chinese history particularly the modern period is
viewed the encyclopedia of chinese history covers the entire span of chinese history from the period
known primarily through archaeology to the present day treating chinese history in the broadest sense
the encyclopedia includes coverage of the frontier regions of manchuria mongolia xinjiang and tibet
that have played such an important role in the history of china proper and will also include material on
taiwan and on the chinese diaspora in a z format with entries written by experts in the field of chinese
studies the encyclopedia will be an invaluable resource for students of chinese history politics and
culture

serious study of nineteenth and twentieth century chinese history did not really get under way in the
united states until after world war ii since then scholarly publication has proliferated and a genuine
professional field by far the largest and most active in the west has taken shape now for the first time
we have a critical book length analysis of this development written by an insider and structured
around the leading conceptual approaches that have informed american scholarship in the postwar
decades in paul a cohen s view the supreme problem for american students of chinese history
particularly in its post western impact phase has been one of ethnocentric distortion the first two
chapters of the book explore this problem in connection with the two approaches that were most
influential in american scholarship of the 1950s and 1960s the impact response and modernization
tradition modernity approaches in chapter three dr cohen argues that a third major approach the
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imperialism approach although emerging in the late 1960s as a critique of the two earlier approaches
has been no less western centric in its basic presuppositions the final chapter traces the increasing
efforts of american historians to move beyond the western centric paradigms of the past toward a
more china centered approach to recent chinese history an approach that strives empathetically to
reconstruct the chinese past as the chinese themselves experienced it rather than in terms of an
imported sense of historical problem dr cohen concludes with a discussion of some of the
implications of this new approach for our understanding of recent chinese history students of chinese
history sino american relations and the evolution of american historical scholarship on non western
societies will welcome this perceptive and thought provoking book

since its publication in 1923 sir song ong siang s one hundred years history of the chinese in singapore
has become the standard biographical reference of prominent chinese in early singapore at least in
the english language this fact would have surprised song who saw himself primarily as a compiler of
historical and biographical snippets the original was not referenced in academic fashion and
contained a number of errors this annotation by the singapore heritage society takes song s classic text
and updates it with detailed annotations of sources that song himself might have consulted and
includes more recent scholarship on the lives and times of various personalities who are mentioned in
the original book this annotated edition is commissioned by the national library board singapore and
co published with world scientific publishing

a comprehensive reconstruction of ancient and early imperial chinese history based on literary and
archaeological texts and over 60 000 han time documents on bamboo wood and silk

in an extraordinary feat of synthesis patricia buckley ebrey a leading scholar of china gives an engaging
full gloriously illustrated account of over 8000 years of chinese civilization from prehistoric times
through the rise of confucianism buddhism and the imperial dynasties to the modern communist state
in addition she explores the different factors and forces ideas and inventions events and leaders that
have shaped the remarkable chinese civilization we know today including the technological advances
the population explosion and the turmoil of the cultural revolution everything appears from the
influence of leading chinese historians poets novelists and dramatists to the impact of key
philosophical and religious ideas art forms family patterns and the mongul manchu and western
intrusions

the recipient of the kluge prize for lifetime achievement in the humanities and the tang prize for
revolutionary research in sinology ying shih yii is a premier scholar of chinese studies chinese history
and culture volumes 1 and 2 bring his extraordinary oeuvre to english speaking readers spanning two
thousand years of social intellectual and political change the essays in these volumes investigate two
central questions through all aspects of chinese life what core values sustained this ancient civilization
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through centuries of upheaval and in what ways did these values survive in modern times from yii ying
shih s perspective the dao or the way constitutes the inner core of chinese civilization his work
explores the unique dynamics between chinese intellectuals discourse on the dao or moral principles
for a symbolized ideal world order and their criticism of contemporary reality throughout chinese
history volume 1 of chinese history and culture explores how the dao was reformulated expanded
defended and preserved by chinese intellectuals up to the seventeenth century guiding them through
history s darkest turns essays incorporate the evolving conception of the soul and the afterlife in pre
and post buddhist china the significance of eating practices and social etiquette the move toward
greater individualism the rise of the neo daoist movement the spread of confucian ethics and the
growth of merchant culture and capitalism a true panorama of chinese culture s continuities and
transition yii ying shih s two volume chinese history and culture gives readers of all backgrounds a
unique education in the meaning of chinese civilization

the turbulent and chequered past of the world s most populous country is one of the most fascinating
in world history and relatively little known in the west from the beginnings of chinese prehistory right
through to internet censorship with the great firewall of china gordon kerr offers a comprehensive
introduction to the sprawling history of this enormous country a short history of china provides an
absorbing introduction to more than 4 000 years of chinese history telling the stories of the tyrants
despots femmes fatales artists warriors and philosophers who have shaped this fascinating and
complex nation it describes the amazing technological advances that her scientists and inventors
made many hundreds of years before similar discoveries in europe it also investigates the chinese
view of the world and examines the movements aspirations and philosophies that moulded it and in so
doing created the chinese nation finally the book examines the dramatic changes of the last few
decades and the emergence of china as an economic and industrial 21st century superpower making
napoleon bonaparte s words about her ring true let china sleep for when she awakes she will shake the
world

confining itself to the ancient and traditional state which ended constitutionally in 1912 this book aims
to provide an introduction to the history of china in dealing with chinese history since the abdication
in that year of the last ch ing emperor a completely separate approach seems necessary in view of that
history s complexity terms of reference and what is perhaps a quite different structure though
admittedly the origins of the modem state may be sought in the traditional era and past traditions can
be regarded as surviving for a time

this book breaks with convention and provides an overview of chinese history in the form of special
topics these topics include the major issues of a scientific approach to the origins of chinese
civilization ancient chinese society and the change of dynasties the golden ages of the han tang and
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qing dynasties a comparative analysis transportation systems and cultural communication in ancient
china ethnic relations in chinese history the systems of politics law and selecting officials in ancient
china agriculture handicraft and commerce in ancient china the military thought and military systems
of ancient china the rich and colorful social life in ancient china the evolution of ancient chinese
thought the treasure house of ancient chinese literature and art the emergence and progress of
ancient chinese historiography reflection on ancient chinese science and technology new issues in the
modern history of china and a general progression to the socialist modernization of the people s
republic of china the book is based on current literature and research by university students the
modern history section is relatively concise while the topics related to ancient chinese history are
longer reflecting the country s rich history and corresponding wealth of materials there is also an in
depth discussion on the socialist modernization of the people s republic of china the book provides
insights into chinese history allowing readers to see the value of civilization through history to see the
preciseness of history through civilization it focuses on the social background lifestyle and
development processes to illustrate ideologies and ideas

frederic wakeman s scholarship is impeccable and the breadth of learning in this book is astounding i
repeatedly found myself slowing down to savor the material many of the essays in this collection are
no longer easily accessible and placing them together in a single volume will be a great benefit to the
next generation of students and scholars joseph w esherick author of the origins of the boxer uprising
this book brings together the best of frederic wakeman s articles all of which are beautifully written
and represent the remarkable breadth of wakeman s research the opportunity to read them together
sheds new light on chinese history and on the thought processes of one of the west s greatest
historians madeleine zelin director of the east asian national resource center at columbia university

greatly revised and expanded with a new afterword this update to martin jacques s global bestseller is
an essential guide to understanding a world increasingly shaped by chinese power soon china will rule
the world but in doing so it will not become more western since the first publication of when china
rules the world the landscape of world power has shifted dramatically in the three years since the first
edition was published when china rules the world has proved to be a remarkably prescient book
transforming the nature of the debate on china now in this greatly expanded and fully updated edition
boasting nearly 300 pages of new material and backed up by the latest statistical data martin jacques
renews his assault on conventional thinking about china s ascendancy showing how its impact will be
as much political and cultural as economic changing the world as we know it first published in 2009 to
widespread critical acclaim and controversy when china rules the world the end of the western world
and the birth of a new global order has sold a quarter of a million copies been translated into eleven
languages nominated for two major literary awards and is the subject of an immensely popular ted talk
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if you want to discover the captivating history of ancient china then keep reading to understand
present day china its politics society and culture in general we have to go back to the beginnings of the
chinese civilization in this book you will be led on a journey through almost 2 000 years of chinese
history showing you all the ups and downs of those ancient times the sufferings and joys of the
chinese people along with their greatest achievements and failures dynasties will change people will
be killed and born art made and destroyed but the chinese civilization will prevail rising from humble
beginnings to an empire that at some points outshined any other in the world at that time and yet it
won t be only a tale of kings and queens emperors and rulers of palaces and forts of swords and
shields it will also tell a story of farmers and merchants artisans and artists philosophers and scientists
and hopefully by the end of this introductory guide you will gain a sense of what who and how the
chinese civilization was made as great as it was and still is from that a better understanding of this
amazing far eastern culture and its history should arise as well as a greater appreciation of its
achievements and contributions to the world and with a better knowledge of history a clearer
understanding of the world will come as well in ancient china a captivating guide to the ancient history
of china and the chinese civilization starting from the shang dynasty to the fall of the han dynasty you
will discover topics such as chinese lands and birth of china shang and zhou dynasties and the rise of
royal power disintegration of royal power birth of imperial china rise and fall of the han dynasty society
of ancient china the ancient chinese culture inventions and innovations of the ancient chinese and
much much more so if you want to learn more about ancient china scroll up and click the add to cart
button

this book outlines the main process of chinese history and social evolution and clarifies the rules of
chinese historical development and characteristics of chinese civilization it aims to provide an
authoritative reference for history researchers it covers chinese history from the origin of chinese
civilization to contemporary china the book is divided into chapters and narrates major historical
events in the dynasties presenting objective chinese history in terms of politics economy culture and
nation it features the distinctive traits of social development stages to clarify the deep foundation of
spiritual values and historical culture of the chinese nation with national unity and social development
as the main line this book focuses on the key changes and turning points of chinese history highlights
historical mainstream achievements and trends to show how ancient china developed into
contemporary china it shows current academic achievements and the latest research results of
chinese history

contemporary north and south korea are nations of radical contrasts one a bellicose totalitarian state
with a failing economy the other a peaceful democracy with a strong economy yet their people share a
common history that extends back more than 3 000 years in this comprehensive new history of korea
from the prehistoric era to the present day jinwung kim recounts the rich and fascinating story of the
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political social cultural economic and diplomatic developments in korea s long march to the present
he provides a detailed account of the origins of the korean people and language and the founding of
the first walled town states along with the advanced civilization that existed in the ancient land of
unified silla clarifying the often complex history of the three kingdoms period kim chronicles the five
century long history of the choson dynasty which left a deep impression on korean culture from the
beginning china has loomed large in the history of korea from the earliest times when the tribes that
would eventually make up the korean nation roamed the vast plains of manchuria and against whom
korea would soon define itself japan too has played an important role in korean history particularly in
the 20th century kim tells this story as well including the conflicts that led to the current divided state
the first detailed overview of korean history in nearly a quarter century this volume will enlighten a

new generation of students eager to understand this contested region of asia
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